
 

MORNING ADDRESS 
W. WILSON GOODE, SR. 

Reverend Dr. W. Wilson Goode, Sr., has been a leader in military, government (federal, state, 
and local levels) and church, and through civic, social action, and neighborhood organizations 
for more than forty years. 

He is currently the senior advisor on faith-based initiatives for Public/Private Ventures, 
where he also directs the Amachi Program, a national faith-based mentoring model for 
children of incarcerated parents. 

Dr. Goode has helped create more livable communities by building housing and organizing 
intervention programs in education, employment, and economic development. He broke 
racial barriers in state and local government with his appointments as chairman of the 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (1978), managing director of the City of 
Philadelphia (1980), and the first African American elected Mayor of Philadelphia (1983). 

He has served on more than 40 corporate, civic, religious, and neighborhood boards of 
directors. He currently serves on a number of boards, including Eastern University. He is 
chair of four boards: The Free Library of Philadelphia; Cornerstone Christian Academy; Self, 
Inc.; and Philadelphia Leadership Foundation. 

Dr. Goode has provided leadership on issues of civil rights, education, housing, mentoring 
and faith-based initiatives. He has been recognized for his contributions by more than 2,000 
organizations with awards, certificates, and honors. He is a Fellow in the National Academy 
of Public Administration and The Society for the Study of Black Religion. Fourteen colleges 
and universities have recognized him with honorary doctorates. 

A sought-after preacher, speaker, and panelist, he makes more than 150 appearances 
annually. He has authored his autobiography, In Goode Faith (1992). Dr. Goode received a 
B.A. in history and political science from Morgan State University (1961); a masters in 
governmental administration from the Wharton School’s Fels Institute at the University of 
Pennsylvania; and a doctorate of ministry from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary (2000). 

He and his wife, Velma, have one son, two daughters, and two granddaughters. 
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